Necrotizing soft-tissue infections in obstetric and gynecologic patients.
For the clinician, necrotizing soft-tissue infections have remained a daunting opponent since the first writings on the subject over 2000 years ago. Early disease may be incorrectly diagnosed as cellulitis, and this delay in correctly diagnosing and expeditiously proceeding to radical surgical debridement may lead to a high degree of mortality. Although several inciting events and risk factors have been described that allow for the development and progression of this disease, the diagnosis is still made clinically. Only aggressive surgical management in combination with broad-spectrum antibiotics will offer a chance at improving patient outcomes.